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Definition of Hazing

 Hazing is defined as any act or situation, by one person alone or acting with others, that 
recklessly or intentionally endangers the mental or physical health or safety of a student as part 
of initiation, preinitiation, pledging, affiliation with, holding office in, or maintaining a 
membership in a student organization or student body of the University of St. Augustine for 
Health Sciences (“USAHS”), which the initiator knows or should have known is likely to cause 
serious bodily injury to any former, current, or prospective student.

 Hazing may include, but is not limited to, forced consumption of alcohol or drugs, physical 
abuse, bullying, or any activity that is degrading, dangerous, illegal or intimidating.



Hazing Policy

 USAHS is committed to providing an educational environment free from hazing and seeks to 
foster a respectful, inclusive and supportive environment for all members of the campus 
community.

 The USAHS Hazing Policy (insert link) prohibits hazing and establishes that hazing will not be 
tolerated in alignment with federal, state and institutional guidelines.

 The USAHS Student Code of Conduct prohibits hazing as defined in the USAHS Hazing Policy.

https://www.usa.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Hazing-Policy-FINAL.pdf
https://catalog.usa.edu/content.php?catoid=48&navoid=3288#student-code-of-conduct


Relevant Laws

• Federal Laws: 
• Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972

• State Laws:
California

• California Penal Code Section 245.6
• California Education Code, Title 3, Division 5, Part 40, Chapter 5.1 “Stop Campus 

Hazing Act”
Florida

• Florida Statutes, Title VIII, Chapter 1006, Part II, 1006.63
Texas

• Texas Education Code, Title 3, Subtitle A, Chapter 51, Section 51.936 and Title 2, 
Subtitle G, Chapter 37, Sections 37.151 – 37.158



How To Report Hazing at 
USAHS

• Students, staff and faculty are encouraged to report 
hazing incidents directly to the Office of Student Affairs 
via the USAHS Hazing Reporting Form. Complaints can 
be made anonymously, without the identity of the 
individual making the report. 

• More information regarding hazing prevention can be 
found at MyUSA, Student Services, Clubs and Orgs, 
Hazing Prevention. 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/d1f657255a854aa1af2c641a8f3077ff


10 Signs of Healthy 
Groups



10 Signs of Unhealthy 
Groups





Sources and Additional Resources

 More information about recognizing the signs of hazing, hazing prevention strategies, statistics 
and data on hazing can be found at stophazing.org. 

 Resources | StopHazing | Hazing Prevention Resource. (2024, December 12). 
stophazing.org. https://stophazing.org/resources/ 
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